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On the seder on Pesach we pass on the traditions to the next generation.

The whole keynote of the seder is, "And you shall tell your children.” We
choose to pass on our traditions by getting the children actively involved.

We do things specifically on the seder just so that the children's interest
should be peaked and they should ask lots of questions. We all know that

the seder, itself, starts out with the Ma Nishtana. In the Ma Nishtana the
children ask questions about the main aspects of Pesach. They ask about,

why on this night we eat only matzah; they ask, why on this night we eat bitter
herbs; they ask, why on this night we dip twice; and why on this night we

recline.

Two of the questions have to do with substance, with what we do, and two questions
have to do with how we do it. During Temple times they did not ask the question
of why do we reé¢line. Instead, they asked the question, why on this night

we eat barbecued or broiled meat. During the Temple time the paschal lamb

was offered and the Jewish people were only allowed to eat it broiled or barbecued.
Today we do not have a paschal sacrifice and, therefore, on a seder night

Jews are not allowed to eat barbecued or broiled meat.

It is interesting to note, though, that the rabbis ommitted the question about
drinking wine. On this night we drink four cups of wine. Why wasn't one

of the questions of the Ma Nishtana, why on this night do we drink four cups

of wine? It is true that on Shabbos and yontif we also drink wine but not

four cups. The rabbis knew the dual character of wine. Wine in Judaism is

the symbol of joy and happiness, but if it is drunk to excess it can lead

to foul behavior. The Medrash tells that in the time of Noah after Noah planted
a vineyard he was so pleased that his guardian, or some people say the batan,

offered four sacrifices, one of a lamb, of a lion, of a monkey, and of a pig,
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so from then on when a person drinks one glass of wine he becomes a little
sleepy like a lamb; when he drinks two cups of wine he becomes boisterous
like a lion, when he drinks three cups of wine he starts to moonkey around;

and when he drinks four cups of wine he starts to roll int he dirt like a

pig, so the rabbis knew the dual nature of wine.

This, though, would make wine fit in with all the rest of the questions of

the Ma Nishtana. The matzah, too, has a dual meaning. It can stand for slavery
because this was the bread of affliction, or it can stand for freedom. The
Jewish people were willing to endure privation for freedom. The maror, too,

can stand for the bitterness of Egypt or for the h'ordeuvers that people have

at a fancy party. Why wasn't the question, why do we drink four cups of wine

on Passover then mentioned in the Ma Nishtana?

The rabbis say that we drink four cups of wine because G-d took us out from

Egypt four different ways. It says, "And I brought you out from the burdens

of Egypt, and I saved you from their service, from the Egyptian idolatry,

from the Egyptian ideas, and I redeemed you so that you should have a relationship
with G-d, and I brought you out to be a nation,” that the Jewish people have
responsibilities to themselves and to the world. There is also a fifth cup

which speaks about the fact that the Jewish people are to bring redemption

not only to themselves but to the whole world.

Why, then, don't we mention the four cups of wine in the Ma Nishtana? The
answer could be because there are four basic concepts that we must give our
children if they are to be Jews and remain Jews not only during the seder

but at all times. The first cup of wine we drink over the kiddush. The kiddush
teaches us that the Jewish people were chosen by G-d for a special task to

spread His message in the world., Jews have to be willing to stand up and
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be different. One of the major problems we have today is that many Jews do
not want to be different. They want to assimilate. They want to forget about
their Jewish character. If they have any Jewish character they want it to
only be in the realm of ideas. I know that a friend of mine was once so proud
that she came running to tell me how she just received the biggest compliment
she could receive. She did not belong to our shul but to another synagogue.
She said she had invited some of her friends to her synagogue, and they had
told her how her synagogue was just like their church. She thought that this
was the greatest compliment she could receive. Jews, though, must be willing
to be different. Unless Jews are willing to be different then Judaism cannot
survive. We must teach our children that there is nothing wrong with being

different.

The second cup is drunk over the telling of the story of the Exodus from Egypt.
It is not enough just to be willing to be different, to stand up to the powers
that be. We also have to have a unique message. Judaism has a subtle, unique
message which we must impart to our children. Many times Jews are willing

to stand up and be different but not for Jewish values necessarily. We Jews
have always been in the forefront of change. Some are not in accordance with
Jewish values and some are. I am amazed sometimes when I hear about leftwing
groups in Israel which say that they cannot do this or that because it violates
Judaism. They are people who almost never go to a synagogue or study Jewish

works and, yet, they invoke the name of Judaism.

The third cup of wine we drink over the grace after meals. We must impart
to our children the idea that money is not the most important thing in life,
that spiritual values are more important, that we have to have faith in G-d,
that if we abide by spiritual values He will take care of our needs. Money
is not the be all and end all or existence. If we teach our children that

the most important thing in life is making money, then we will not be able
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to impart Jewish values. If we teach our children that money is more important

than keeping Shabbos or the holidays, then we will be in big trouble.

Finally, we drink the fourth cup of wine over Hallel after we have invited

Elijah the Prophet in. This fourth cup stands for hope. We Jews must believe
that we can change things and make them better, that our continued existence

is not just for ourselves but for the whole world, that through the Jewish

people things can get better in the world, that there is hope. That is why

many rabbis combined the fourth and fifth cup in one, and that is the established
tradition, because the Jewish people, by working to preserve their heritage,
while reaching out to others will help bring redemption to the world. The

Jewish people's redemption is tied to the redemption of the world.

The reason we do nto mention the drinking of the four cups in the Ma Nishtana

is that we must teach these lessons to our children all week and every holiday
and in every aspect of life not just on Pesach if we want Judaism to survive.

We must continually repeat this message over and over throughout the year.

Our children must believe that they have the right to be different even if

they are subjected to taunts, that they have a unique culture which does not

have to kowtow to others, that they have unique teachings which the world

needs desperately, that spiritual values are more important than money, and

that fulfilling Jewish traditions brings redemption not only to the Jewish

people but also to the world. If we will inculcate these values in our children
then we can rest assured that our children will continue to follow the traditions

of our people and be proud Jews.

I am reminded of the story about a man who goes into a clothing store and
approaches the manager and says, "Do you want to hear the latest Aggie story?"
The man says, "I'm 6'5", 250 pounds, and I used to play football for Texas

A & M. My salesman over there is 6'10", 220 pounds, and played basketball
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for Texas A & M. That customer over there is 6'2", 300 pounds and wrestled

for Texas A & M. Now, do you want to tell that Aggie story?"” The man looked

at him and said, "Oh, no, I don't want to have to explain it three times."




